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Missouri Main Street Connection Inc. (MMSC) presented downtown revitalization awards on July 30, 2020,
recognizing revitalization excellence during the annual Evening of Excellence Virtual Ceremony on Facebook Live.
MMSC is a statewide non-profit organization designed to help Missouri communities preserve their historic
commercial districts through economic revitalization. MMSC currently provides services and trainings to over 160
communities across the state. MMSC has empowered downtown revitalization in Missouri communities since 2006,
resulting in $964 million of private and public investments, the creation of 829 net new businesses, and the
development of 4,097 net new jobs in Main Street communities.
The virtual ceremony Thursday night honored communities, individuals, businesses, and organizations from across
the state that have completed exemplary revitalization work. Competitive nominations were submitted for projects,
activities, and individuals in 15 different categories that covered aspects of design, economic vitality, organization,
promotion, and other efforts in downtown revitalization. We are proud to announce the following winners.
The Outstanding Community Education Campaign award presented to Blue Springs for The Story of Blue Springs
Missouri.
The Daughters of the American Revolution Blue Springs Chapter, with the
cooperation of several civic groups including Blue Springs Downtown Alive!,
researched and wrote a book, The Story of Blue Springs Missouri over a twoyear period and published it in 2019. It is a children’s story book about area
history written in a poetic format with illustrations.
The Story of Blue Springs Missouri starts with early settlement period and
concludes with the present day. One distinguishing aspect of this project that
sets it apart from other histories is that many members of the committee and
community provided the stories. The Story of Blue Springs Missouri references downtown Blue Springs many
times throughout the book. Like many American downtowns, it is located near the railroad and water source
where commerce and history began and expanded throughout the area’s history. Copies have been distributed to
all current fourth grade students and are available at public libraries and for purchase.
This project exemplifies what all of the organizations included believe Blue Springs stands for: pride in their
community, including multiple viewpoints, and working together to achieve common goals. These are important
characteristics of all Main Street work.
For more information on this award contact Blue Springs Down Alive! Executive Director Pam Buck at 816-6450287 or downtownbluesprings@gmail.com.
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Washington’s Community & Economic Development Director, Sal Maniaci honored as Outstanding Public Official.
Sal Maniaci exemplifies the connection between the Main Street movement and local
government. As a downtown Washington home-owner and the Community and Economic
Development Director of the City Washington, Sal is on the front lines when it comes to the City
of Washington and the development of the downtown area.
During his years of service in Washington, Sal has helped create a new TIF district to create 30
new downtown housing units, worked on a grant to receive the Busch Creek Greenway funding,
is currently working to develop a new industrial park, and has facilitated incentive packages with industries to create
jobs. Sal’s current responsibilities include working with the Planning and Zoning Board, Board of Zoning Adjustment,
and the Washington Historic Preservation Commission.
Sal has served as a board member for Downtown Washington, Inc., acting as the liaison between Downtown
Washington, Inc. and the City of Washington, and also sits on the design and economic vitality committees. He has
been a major champion of the Main Street approach, historic preservation, and small businesses.
For more information on this award contact Downtown Washington Inc’s Executive Director Tyler King at 636-2391743 or tyler@downtownwashmo.org.

University of Central Missouri in Warrensburg is presented with the Premier Partner award.
In 2019, University of Central Missouri Alumni Foundation staff reached out to Warrensburg Main Street to
strategize ways to strengthen their long standing partnership. From that meeting a new and invigorated
relationship between Warrensburg Main Street and the University of Central Missouri (UCM) was born. By
strengthening their partnership, Warrensburg Main Street has been able to receive funding, volunteers, events
and the ability to highlight their downtown businesses and business owners.
Warrensburg Main Street has provided two downtown business owners as guest speakers at their UCM Big Idea
Speaker Series. The partnership also led to a group of Event Management students developing a photo contest to
be held at the first Art Walk in 2020.
The University of Central Missouri created an Integrated Business Experience (IBE) project. Students would be
placed into a team and create a business selling a product of their choice. They then paired with a non-profit
organization and profits were then donated to that non-profit. They began a business, EZ Straws, selling reusable
straws around campus and partnered with a downtown coffee shop to sell product in store. The students
presented Warrensburg Main Street with a check over $4,000 from their small business efforts.
Warrensburg Main Street plans to add a UCM student to their board and
hired a student intern for the Farmers Market this summer. Future projects
include an advertising class working on comprehensive marketing products
for the Farmers Market, a website building class to revise the Burg Fest
festival website, and a history class to archive and compile the
organization’s history. Warrensburg Main Street is excited to continue to
strengthen the partnership with the University of Central Missouri in the
many years to come.
For more information on this award contact Warrensburg Main Street Executive Director Jill Purvis at 660-4293988 or director@warrensburgmainstreet.org.
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Nick Parker of Lee’s Summit awarded the Volunteer of the Year award.
Nick Parker is a valuable and trusted volunteer for Downtown Lee’s
Summit Main Street. Nick joined the Downtown Days Committee in
2012. Willing to help plan another DLSMS event, Nick joined the
Emerald Isle Parade Committee and has served as the committee
chair for 2019 and 2020. His talents for steady communication in a
crisis shined this year. Nick was incredibly helpful as the decision was
made to cancel the parade due to the COVID-19 pandemic. He
provided calm reassurance and showed the utmost care for public
safety as the public was notified on the parade cancellation.
Downtown Lee’s Summit Main Street could not have provided such
swift and consistent communication without his support.
In 2018, Nick joined the DLSMS board. Nick is also a member of the Lee’s Summit Arts Council board. Nick became
the Economic Enhancement Committee Chair in 2019. Additionally, Nick has led the Block Captains Initiative and
recruited additional board members and volunteers to assist with the initiative. He also took a leadership role in
planning the Haunted and Historic Spaces tour. This tour has raised around $6,000 for the organization in the past,
but this year changes will allow the organization to raise an additional $10,000.
“Link 2 Lee’s Summit” is Nick’s business, a local news source. He puts out a weekly podcast showcasing what’s
happening in the city. In 2018, Nick and his wife Stephanie moved their family to downtown. Nick not only
champions downtown businesses, his family is often found eating and shopping in downtown. If looking for Nick
and Stephanie on Friday night, you can almost always find them in a downtown establishment. His dedication to
Downtown Lee’s Summit Main Street and support of downtown businesses showcase why he was chosen as the
Volunteer of the Year.
For more information on this award contact Downtown Lee’s Summit Main Street’s Executive Director Donnie
Rodgers at 816-246-6598 or donnie@downtownls.org.

Old Town Cape in Cape Girardeau receives the Creative New Event Award, Accredited/Associate Tier, for the
Monster Mash Car Bash.
The Monster Mash Car Bash was developed because of the lack of a Halloween
events for families in downtown Cape Girardeau. This event is a unique spin on the
traditional trunk-or-treat event. Monster Mash Car Bash took place on a Sunday
afternoon, and the trunk-or-treat line up was filled with classic cars from local car
enthusiasts, attracting families, couples, and individuals alike. There was something
for everyone with the addition of the classic cars.
The event started with a modest budget, overall event plans, and enlisted help from a few volunteers while relying
on their relationship with the local car club to draw in automobile participants. On the day of the Monster Mash
Car Bash event, over 1,000 people got in line for the new trunk-or-treat, classic car mash-up event. Lasting only two
hours, the trunk-or-treat line never slowed down, the side activities and games that were being overseen by staff
also stayed steady for the duration of the event.
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Monster Mash Car Bash was considered by staff, event volunteers, and the Old Town Cape Board of Directors to be
an organizational success in its first year. The event accomplished many goals that were set by staff, including
attracting new and returning foot traffic to the downtown area, growing the awareness of Old Town Cape, Inc., and
offering a family-friendly, Halloween-inspired event in the downtown area.
For more information on this award contact Old Town Cape’s Executive Director Liz Haynes at 573-334-8085 or
lizhaynes@oldtowncape.org.

Clinton Main Street recieves the Creative New Event Award, Affiliate Tier, for the Clinton Quilt Walk.
The 2019 Clinton Quilt Walk had a very successful first year and brought local
business owners together, some who had never met before, and approximately
500 attendees to participate in the event and shop downtown.
Retail businesses as well as the local library, museum, restaurants, and a realty
office within the downtown district welcomed the idea of showcasing quilts in their
storefronts and offering a free pattern for a quilt block. The goal was to encourage
people to register for a quilt to be given away and visit each downtown location to
receive a free copy of a quilt block pattern. Other activities for shoppers were a
keynote speaker, a special display of quilts on the downtown courthouse lawn, and
a "bed turning" on the courthouse parking lot. The local quilt guild organized and
narrated two scheduled "bed turnings" of vintage and antique quilts from the area.
The Optimist Club provided volunteers, a local bank furnished a utility terrain
vehicle to assist walkers when needed, and the Henry County Museum offered
space for a speaker.
Shops reported strong sales for the day and at least one restaurant ran out of food and borrowed from another!
The participating businesses met on the following week to evaluate the event. Plans for 2020 were interrupted by
COVID-19, but continue to evolve to make the Quilt Walk in October 2020 a bigger, better event. This event was
successful in targeting a population that sees Clinton's historic downtown as a destination stop for day trips.
For more information on this award contact Clinton Main Street’s Executive Director Tina Williams at 660-351-3384
or mainstreet@clintonmo.com.

Vickie A. Jack CPA’s, P.C. aka Buttress & Jack CPA’s, P.C. of Blue Springs receives award for Business of the Year.
Vickie and John Jack had always had an interest in small towns, especially those rich in
historical significance. They were pleased when the opportunity came along to purchase
the oldest and most dilapidated building in downtown Blue Springs. Originally “Citizens
Bank,” this tall, old red-brick building on the corner of 12th & Main was built in 1905. In
1985, over a span of 9 months of intense labor and perseverance, the tall, old red-brick
bank building was restored by the Jacks to its original glory.
Vickie Jack is Charter Board Member of Downtown Alive! She has served in the position of as Treasurer since its
inception in 2011. In addition to securing the 501c3 tax status for Downtown Alive, she is known for helping other
non-profits in the community to obtain the same status. When Downtown Alive! became stable enough to hire an
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Executive Director, the Jacks donated office space for Downtown Alive! The Jacks support all Downtown Alive!
events and fundraisers, giving generously and inviting friends.
The Jacks support all Downtown Alive! Events and fundraisers, giving generously
and inviting friends. They have always been major sponsors of the annual
Piccadilly Gala, supported Corks & Canvas Art and Wine Walk, and John Jack often
displays his own artwork at the event. Vickie can be found serving guests at the
annual Chili Lunch Fundraiser and has been a group host at the Halloween Pub
Crawls. They support and donate to the special projects such as the Remnants
Restored Public Art Project and Gateway Monument. There is no one more
deserving of this award for all they have given to and done for Blue Springs
Downtown Alive!
For more information on this award contact Blue Springs Downtown Alive! Executive Director Pam Buck at 816645-0287 or downtownbluesprings@gmail.com.
Outstanding Economic Impact Project awarded to Main Street Trenton for the Main Street Mercantile.
Main Street Trenton purchased a downtown building at 905
Main Street in the summer of 2018 in order to preserve it and
recruit a new business to downtown. This two-story building sits
in the heart of the downtown district and is full of character,
charm, and historic features. Among the top preservation
priorities were saving the mezzanine, restoring the original
hardwood floors, and saving the original ceiling tiles. In addition,
new windows were installed, storage rooms and an ADA
bathroom were created, and new electrical, HVAC system, and
plumbing were completed.
Main Street Trenton received several interested business prospects; however, none of them wanted to fully commit
to purchasing or leasing the building. Main Street Trenton decided to use the space as a home to a variety of local
small business owners to help them grow their businesses. A few months later, Main Street Mercantile was
launched.
The goal of the Main Street Mercantile was to provide businesses with the tools and resources for success while
creating a place for the community to shop and enjoy. The Mercantile opened in early October of 2019, as the home
to nine small businesses with a variety of products. Additionally, the mercantile created 3 part-time jobs.
After six successful months, two of the business owners decided to join together to co-own the Main Street
Mercantile. They kept the same business concept and all of the current small businesses, while adding three
additional businesses to the store. The Main Street Mercantile continues to have a positive impact on downtown
Trenton and the entire community through the revitalization of a historic building, job creation, and economic
growth.
For more information on this award contact Main Street Trenton’s Executive Director Megan Taul at 660-654-3716
or director.mstrenton@gmail.com.
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Most Innovative Project for Repurposing Vacant Space awarded to Three on the Square in Albany.
In June 2019, a group of dedicated folks who makeup 3 on the Square, LLC. purchased
two vacant buildings on the town square. The purchase was not planned, and in fact
happened at an auction nearly by accident. The group purchased the properties in
order to keep them as commercial spaces instead of being into residential.
The hope was to rehabilitate two beautiful old buildings, to restore activity on the
square, boost the downtown economy, and help to revitalize the business district.
There was much support of this project by family and friends, and the community was
grateful for the effort. The new owners wanted the exterior to be a centerpiece for the
north side of Albany’s square. The aluminum siding, a 40-foot long aluminum awning,
and wood that covered the original bricks were removed. Four completely intact
windows on the east building were discovered that had been covered for years.
The interior changed daily as architectural details were discovered and saved. While dealing with two distinct
buildings connected by a 12-foot arched opening, it was easy to envision two types of venues, so the decision was
made to make the building on the east a youth gathering space. The other side of the two buildings was to be an
attractive adult venue which could be rented for special occasions.
“On the Square,” as it has come to be known, has rescued two vacant yet beautiful, historic buildings in Albany’s
downtown. The owners hope this rescue will encourage entrepreneurs to start their own business.
For more information on this award contact Main Street Albany at 660-562-8667.

Best Downtown Housing Project awarded to Front Street Development of Washington.
The owners of Front Street Development, Andy and Collene Unerstall, recognized the need to bring people
downtown to live, work and play, and came up with a plan to develop and build a large-scale housing unit in a
blighted area of downtown Washington.
Front Street Development planned and built a large-scale housing project in the
Downtown Washington Historic District over the past few years expanding in 2019
on Front Street. This project includes four buildings consisting of eighteen
townhomes, two apartments and five garages. All units were sold before
completion and has added twenty-one families who are now living in the Historic
District. The façade brick patterns are influenced by the brick facades of historic
buildings throughout downtown.
The project was facilitated by utilizing a TIF program. Front Street Development partnered with the City of
Washington to design and layout the redevelopment of two and a half city blocks downtown cleaning up property
designated as blighted by the City. It also brought much needed infrastructure improvements to the area including
sewer and water line replacement, burial of all overhead utilities, sidewalk replacement, and street overlays.
Front Street Development’s commitment to the project provided a vital partner to the City of Washington and
Downtown Washington, Inc. to redevelop a portion of downtown that had been targeted for redevelopment for
decades.
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For more information on this award contact Downtown Washington’s Executive Director Tyler King at 636-239-1743
or tyler@downtownwashmo.org.

Downtown Joplin Alliance awarded Creative Placemaking Project over $1,000 for Mural: “& At Night, We Glow.”
The Downtown Joplin Alliance’s (DJA) Design committee created a project that united community members to
beautify a dark, undesirable walkway with a lighted, colorful mural named, “& At Night, We Glow”. This mural was
an undertaking that took more than 500 volunteer hours. The time investment and financial support from the
community was a huge help and allowed the project to be completed with minimal expense to the organization.
DJA is proud of the impact this project has had on the development of Joplin’s historic Main Street.
To begin the project, the idea needed to be accepted by the property owners
and Joplin City staff. DJA worked with Missouri Southern State University art
professor, Burt Bucher, to create a design that promoted community pride and
drew symbolism from the town’s history. The concrete wall that hosts the
design is 12 feet tall and 150 feet wide, with 4 separate designs. This mural will
be an enduring symbol of Joplin history and unification, of growth and strength,
and of light overcoming darkness.

For more information on this award contact Downtown Joplin Alliance’s Executive Director Lori Haun at 417-5019649 or lori@downtownjoplin.com.

Outstanding Development Project awarded to Warrensburg for 202 North Holden.
In 2018, local real estate agents Brian and Julie Ryberg acquired a property
that was a former tanning salon with an upstairs apartment that was in
very poor condition. They focused on the building structure, façade, and
ground level during the first phase. The building needed roof repairs, brick
repair, a HVAC system, and new windows. The first phase was complete
with new floors, repaired walls, new updated light fixtures, and paint. The
renovations, repairs, and upgrades cost $17,000 and were completed in
three months which allowed the tenant to move in quickly.
The new tenant, a popular downtown ice cream shop called The Market, moved from a location with 720 square
feet to their new space with 2,000 square feet. They added 3 staff members to their business and saw an increase
in business by 30% after 3 months in their new location.
The second story apartment was renovated changing the layout from a one-bedroom to a two-bedroom. In addition
to the plumbing, electrical, and other renovations, they also removed 6.2 tons of lathe and plaster. The total cost
of renovating the second-story apartment was $57,000. Previously the apartment rented for $450 a month and
now, furnished, is bringing $1000 per month. Brian and Julie took a tired building in downtown Warrensburg and
put new life and energy into the space.
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For more information on this award contact Warrensburg Main Street’s Executive Director Jill Purvis at 816-4293988 or director@warrensburgmainstreet.org.

Mary Jane bourbon + smokehouse of Cape Girardeau awarded Best Façade Rehabilitation under $10,000.
The Erlbacher Buildings in downtown Cape Girardeau were listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 2009
for their architectural significance. Constructed in 1957-58, the nearly twin buildings, are an example of the
Streamline Modern style of architecture, and because of preservation efforts by past and present owners, have
been well preserved, today much as they did upon their
completion.
In 2019, Carisa Stark, owner, began rehabilitation for the
restaurant which included minimal impact to the building itself,
while at the same time creating maximum impact to the aesthetic
of the downtown community. All the original features of the
building were maintained, only repaired and reinforced.
Carisa Stark shared that having a business in a downtown district
is important to her. She went on to explain, “there is a support
system there, a family like no other.” There was no question that
is where she wants to be.
For more information on this award contact Old Town Cape’s Executive Director Liz Haynes at 573-334-8085 or
lizhaynes@oldtowncape.org.

Best Façade Rehabilitation over $10,000 awarded to 22 SW Third Street of Lee’s Summit.
The building at 22 SW Third Street was one of the first buildings constructed
after a devastating fire the morning of April 16, 1885 that witnessed virtually
a complete loss of the entire Lee’s Summit business district. Originally
constructed as Ocker & Martin Furniture, it served as a restaurant and tavern
for most of its history. Since 1961, the building had housed the Do Drop Inn.
The building was modernized in the 1970s, adding metal screening to the
second floor and bricking up the first floor for a more “modern look.” The
building was sold in 2019 to new owners, John and Kim Carlson.
Carefully removing both the metal exterior and interior brick walls that were built to modernize the building, they
found both good and terrifying surprises. With appropriate metal bracing, the side of the building was rebuilt and
tuckpointed. The Carlsons returned the corner entry to the building, having a custom mahogany door built by a
local craftsman. The building once again looks very much like it did when it was first constructed in 1886.
22 SW Third Street is one of the oldest buildings in downtown Lee’s Summit, but also one of the last to see the
1970s modernizations undone, it is an important gateway into the downtown Lee’s Summit district.
For more information on this award contact Downtown Lee’s Summit Main Street’s Executive Director Donnie
Rodgers at 816-246-6598 or donnie@downtownls.org.
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The Brunke Building of Excelsior Springs awarded Best Historic Preservation Project.
In August 2017, Gary & Kim Sanson, local preservationists, purchased the Brunke building in order to repair and
restore the building to its original condition. Work lasted a year and a half and the building reopened in 2019. The
Brunke family, in business since 1921, had owned the building since 1969.
The building is over 9,000 square feet and there were several items to
address. The roof had to be replaced to protect the original wood floor.
There were 60 decorative metal tin 2’x2’ ceiling squares that needed to be
replaced and the ceiling was repainted. In the display windows the wood
parquet flooring was sun & water damaged and covered up with green
astro-turf. It was uncovered, repaired, and refinished. The original façade of
the building had a beautiful brick pattern with 24 hand painted and
handmade cast stone rosettes. When the façade reveal began, it was an
amazing surprise to find most of the original façade intact. Seven of the 24
rosettes were damaged and had to be reproduced.
The awning was made up of three sections that had to be custom made. A total of over $80,000 was invested in the
restoration process. Both the Downtown Chapter 353 District Tax Abatement and a $1,000 Downtown Excelsior
Partnership Façade Grant was approved to assist in the project. This building holds many memories cherished by
locals, and is one of the reasons this is a favorite place to visit by many who come to Excelsior Springs Historic
Downtown.
For more information on this award contact Downtown Excelsior Partnership Executive Director Lyndsey Baxter at
816-719-9912 or exec@visitesprings.com.
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