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Missouri Main Street Connection Inc. (MMSC) presented downtown
revitalization awards recognizing revitalization excellence during
Missouri’s Premier Downtown Revitalization Conference in Kansas City
on August 5, 2022. The event was hosted at the Kansas City Marriott
Downtown.
Missouri Main Street Connection is the leading statewide nonprofit
organization devoted to preservation-based economic development.
Through the Main Street America™ movement and our partners, we
empower community revitalization by celebrating, supporting, and
sustaining Missouri historic commercial districts in both rural and urban
settings.
MMSC is proud to announce that we have been celebrating one billion
dollars in public and private investment in Missouri Main Street districts.
This milestone was reached at the end of 2021. In addition, Missouri Main
Street communities have created 5,069 net new jobs and 1,068 net new
businesses from 2006-2021.
The ceremony on August 5th honored communities, individuals,
businesses, and organizations from across the state that have completed
exemplary work in downtown revitalization. Competitive nominations
were submitted for projects, activities, and individuals in 15 different
categories that covered aspects of design, economic vitality, organization,
promotion, and other efforts in downtown revitalization.

Dr. Steven Hoffman honored with the Pioneer Award.
Dr. Steven Hoffman was
awarded the Pioneer Award
for his service, dedication,
passion, and support for
Missouri Main Street
Connection throughout its
history as well as the entire
state of Missouri.
Steven’s unwavering passion
and dedication has impacted many individuals and organizations not only
in Missouri but throughout the country over the years. With the many
roles he has including serving as Professor and Coordinator of the
Historic Preservation Program for the Department of History &
Anthropology at Southeast Missouri State University, he shares his
knowledge and advice not only with students, but other Main Street and
Historic Preservation organizations. His influence, support, and many
years of service has had great impacts throughout Missouri.
We congratulate Dr. Steven Hoffman on this award and without him
MMSC and countless others would not be where it is today!
Main Street Albany Awarded the Creative New Promotion, Affiliate
Tier Award for Albany Square Farmers Market Community
A committee of dedicated volunteers, local producers, and business
owners started meeting in March 2021 to plan a farmers’ market on
Albany’s downtown courthouse square.
The group enlisted the help of the University of Missouri Extension, a
county specialist in nutrition and health education, and a horticulturist. A
location was secured in front of a vacant building in the same outdoor
space being used by a swap & shop group on Thursdays that was already
creating customer traffic.

The new farmers
market operated every
Thursday from May
through October,
launching on May 6th
of 2021 with seven
vendors. With the
change of seasons,
produce became more
plentiful and more
vendors were added to
meet the increased
demand. With the
increase in foot traffic,
the downtown retailers saw an increase in customers in their businesses
as well.
The market inspired local entrepreneurs to test their products including
a budding baker, local beekeeper, and coffee shop concept. The coffee
shop became a reality by occupying a storefront selling coffee drinks
year-round. As fall came around and produce choices became limited, the
market expanded into handmade soaps, woodworking items, artwork,
jewelry, and rugs. After a successful first year in 2021, the market is
currently back for 2022 in downtown Albany.
For more information on this award contact Main Street Albany’s
Mackenzie Manring at 660-726-3807 or econdev@albanymo.net.
Clinton Main Street Awarded Creative New Promotion, Accredited &
Associate Tier Award.
Clinton Main Street’s Dine
Downtown 2021 program came
about in July of 2020 to push
traffic to the downtown
restaurants impacted by COVID19. After consulting with the
downtown restaurant owners,
the committee hosted a threeweek event in spring of 2021
consisting of an information
campaign, weekly Facebook
contests, and focused radio and

newspaper ad campaign.
The information campaign was geared toward Clinton and Henry County
residents reminding them to support local restaurant owners who are
their friends and neighbors.
The weekly Facebook contests were meant to drive traffic to the
restaurants because entry for the contests was a photo of participants
either inside dining or with a takeout order. Traffic increased with the
restaurants, but contestants were not as interested as anticipated in
entering the Facebook contest.
The specialty ads seemed to be the most successful part of the campaign
and included purchased radio ads and newspaper advertising. The ads
brought in a different audience than the online campaign and helped
broaden the campaign to a more diverse audience. These ads not only
helped the restaurants but also brought awareness to Clinton Main Street
as the downtown organization supporting small business.
For more information on this award contact Clinton Main Street’s at 660885-2121 or mainstreet@clintonmo.com.
Downtown Lee’s Summit Main
Street Awarded Creative New
Promotion, Accredited &
Associate Tier Award.
In preparation of hundreds of new
residents moving into Downtown
Lee’s Summit as part of a major
multifamily development,
Downtown Lee’s Summit Main
Street developed a new
Downtown Resident Guide. The
goal for the project was to create a
high-quality coffee-table style
book that would serve as a
downtown business directory,
event calendar and a showcase of the unique range of businesses that call
downtown home.
Overall, 32 downtown businesses participated in supporting the
publication by purchasing ads for the guide. As part of the ad purchase,

each business received a photo shoot with a professional photographer, a
fully designed ad, and the rights to three to five (3-5) edited photos to use
to promote their business, giving them additional marketing materials to
use elsewhere.
The book is also available online and has been used as a residential and
commercial recruitment tool by the organization and its partners.
One of the key components of the guide includes information about the
Main Street organization and the work they do to support downtown.
Downtown Lee’s Summit raised $23,000 in revenue to support the
creation of the guide and with $9,418 in expenses, they netted more than
$13,500, which helped support the organization during the pandemic.
Additional editions will be developed in the future.
For more information on this award contact Downtown Lee’s Summit
Main Street Executive Director Donnie Rodgers at 816-246-6598 or
donnie@downtownls.org.
Downtown Excelsior Partnership, Inc. Awarded the Best Organization
Pandemic Response Award.
Downtown Excelsior Partnership, Inc. focused on communication
coordination, developing reopening guidelines, and helping small
businesses navigate this new landscape. The first idea from the
Promotion committee was a Show Love, Support Local Guide that shared
modifications to business hours and practices, online ordering info,
curbside pick-up options, and how the public could support the
downtown business community.
The Downtown Excelsior Partnership started a Monday Morning Mingle
with merchants to share updated state and county emergency orders and
assisted merchants in navigating the Personal Paycheck Protection
program, Small Business Administration Economic Injury Disaster Loans,
and other programs that would be beneficial for small downtown
businesses.
A “One Town, One Team” business grant program was put together with
the Chamber of Commerce with over $10,000 in forgivable grant money
used for rent, utilities, and wages to help the businesses weather the
pandemic storm. Other programs offered through the Downtown
Excelsior Partnership reflected each Main Street committee providing
programs or alternate events to support the downtown community. As a

result of these and other programs from the local Main Street program,
downtown Excelsior Springs saw more new businesses open during the
pandemic than it lost.
For more information on this award contact Downtown Excelsior
Partnership’s Executive Director Lyndsey Baxter at 816-637-2822 or
exec@visitesprings.com.
Downtown Lee’s Summit Main Street Awarded the Best Organization
Pandemic Response Award.
Downtown Lee’s Summit Main Street moved quickly as the COVID-19
pandemic began to affect the small businesses in downtown Lee’s
Summit. In mid-March 2020, the downtown retailers and restaurants
were given just a few hours’ notice that they would have to shut their
doors for the safety of the community. Many of the business owners
completely changed their business model in a matter of a few days to
continue bringing in revenue. As an organization, Downtown Lee’s
Summit Main Street knew they needed to promote different ways for the
community to still support the small businesses while staying at home.
The Main Street staff came up with the Love Local Campaign that
included a page on the website, shareable graphics the business owners
could use, posters and marketing material, a video, and some income
producing product sales.
Downtown Lee’s Summit took inventory of the downtown businesses to
ensure the Main Street program had the business website address, hours,
if they offered curbside pickup, online ordering, local delivery, carry out,
etc. The page was continually updated as the pandemic evolved. A
graphic for six ways to Love Local included leaving a big tip, ordering
carry out, buying a gift card, leaving an online review, sharing a business
on social media, and shopping online. This message was shared on the
Downtown Lee’s Summit Main Street social pages with a reach of almost
100,000 people.
Graphics and posters were shared with business owners that displayed
them in their windows while their stores remained closed. A video was
created showing business owners in front of or in their stores, again
while their business was closed, to stay connected to their customers
during this trying time. The Main Street efforts helped make sure that
even with a 6-week closure of many of the downtown businesses, taxable
sales in 2020 were still up 1.6% from a record year in 2019. That growth
has continued with taxable sales up more than 22% in 2021.

For more information on this award contact Downtown Lee’s Summit
Main Street’s Executive Director Donnie Rodgers at 816-246-6598 or
donnie@downtownls.org.
Excelsior Springs’ Morgansites Awarded the Premier Partner Award.
With 20 years of experience in helping area businesses get online,
Morgansites had the
technological
resources small
businesses needed to
transition to an online
presence. They made a
split-second decision
to offer free websites
with online ecommerce not only to
businesses located in
Downtown Excelsior
Springs, but also in the
surrounding communities. They offered a free professionally built six
(6)-page e-commerce website at no cost for six (6) months that included
a home and about us page, online shop, customer account dashboard,
shopping cart, and blog page.
The Morgan’s understood the negative impact business closures would
have on the local economy and wanted to provide this opportunity to
prevent loss of revenue and business closures. This effort was genuinely
focused on helping mom-and-pop businesses stay afloat in troubling
times. Over 15 businesses took advantage of the free e-commerce site
and saw a direct benefit of online revenue since their doors were closed
to walk-in traffic. Many have kept the e-commerce site giving them a
diversified revenue stream going forward.
The Downtown Excelsior Partnership strongly believes that Morgansites
is recognized as a Premier Partner not only for its Small Business
Recovery Plan, but for their work and dedication it contributes to
downtown and the entire community every day.
For more information on this award contact Downtown Excelsior
Partnership, Inc’s Executive Director Lyndsey Baxter at 816-637-2811 or
exec@visitesprings.com.

Downtown Joplin Alliance awarded Best Historic Preservation
Project Award.
Downtown Joplin Alliance applied to
the 1772 Foundation to conduct a
feasibility study to establish a
revolving fund to help address some
of the vacant property issues. After
the feasibility study determined that
Downtown Joplin Alliance had the
capacity to manage this program,
$100,000 was awarded to fund the
Endangered Properties Program
specifically for intervening in historic
properties that are deteriorating and
have questionable futures. The first
property for the program was the
Olivia which was a much larger
project than expected for the
programs first venture. The property
was donated to Main Street, a developer was secured, and plans were
being drawn up when a devastating fire destroyed the roof and fifth floor
of the building. A new developer was secured and currently the building
is under construction with projected completion of 40 new apartments in
mid-2023. The city stepped in to help with the roof replacement instead
of having to fund a million-dollar demolition bill from the fire. This
project was a win-win for the city, developer, neighborhood, and the
community.
The Endangered Property Fund is
currently working on the 1911 Union
Depot that has been owned by the
Missouri Department of Natural
Resources for decades. Downtown
Joplin Alliance has entered a contract
using the Endangered Property
Program to market the Union Depot
for redevelopment and includes a
structural analysis and listing the
building with a realtor for nationwide
exposure. This program has given the
community another tool in the toolbox
to save and rehabilitate historic

properties in Joplin.
For more information on this award contact Downtown Joplin Alliance’s
Executive Director Lori Haun at 417-529-3888 or
lori@downtownjoplin.com.
Best New Education Campaign awarded to Historic Downtown
Liberty, Inc.
In 2021, Historic Downtown Liberty Inc. (HDLI), introduced a new multiweekend trolley tour of historic landmarks in and around downtown
Liberty. The stops were based upon the local book “Glimpses of Our
Past”.
Over three Saturdays in October of
2021, a tour group of 20 or so people
visited a total of 19 historic sites with
each Saturday’s tour stopping at five to
seven (5-7) different locations. Two
morning times were offered each
Saturday and each tour lasted about
90 minutes. While on the trolley, a
volunteer shared general Liberty
history. The stops featured the
owners, local historian, or volunteers
sharing their knowledge and stories
about the historic site.
The City of Liberty partnered with HDLI on this project helping to pay for
brochures on the local history that can be used outside of the tours for
visitors year-round. HDLI plans on repeating the tour this fall with the
trolley and has been conducting walking tours of some of the sites this
summer.
For more information on this award contact Historic Downtown Liberty,
Inc.’s Executive Director Danelle O’Connell at 816-781-3575 or
danelle@historicdowntownliberty.org.

Historic Downtown Liberty, Inc. receives Most Innovative Project for
Repurposing Vacant Space, Accredited & Associate Tier Award.
The original
Corbin mill was
built in 1889 by
O. H. Corbin as
a flour mill on
land given by a
presidential
grant to those
displaced by
the New
Madrid
earthquake in
the early
1800s. As
times changed, so did the usage of the mill. It became a feed mill in the
1920s and changed ownership in the 1945 and again in 1985. It served
as restaurant space in the 80s but was shuttered in 2017 and sat vacant
until 2020. A once vital part of historic downtown Liberty was vacant
and it wasn’t an easy property to redevelop due to the size, age of the
property, and previous uses.
In March of 2020, Corbin Mill Properties purchased the old mill and then
the pandemic shut everything down. Their plan for the property was to
create a mixed-use space with office, retail, and event space. Work
moved forward through the pandemic creating the retail, office, and
event space with the first business moving into the space in May of 2020.
Through the many months, construction work continued, and tenants
continued to lease the space until the last tenant moved in September of
2021. Overall, six (6) new businesses moved into the newly renovated
old mill with over 30 employees.
For more information on this award contact Historic Downtown Liberty,
Inc.’s Executive Director Danelle O’Connell at 816-781-3575 or
danelle@historicdowntownliberty.org.

Smithville Main Street District, South Bridge Street Renovations, and
Kansas City Properties and Investments awarded the Best Façade
Rehabilitation, over $10,000 Award.
This project consisted of revitalizing three historic buildings located at,
100, 108, and 112 S. Bridge Street in downtown Smithville with portions
of the buildings being vacant for 30 plus years. The demand for retail and
office space has been a driving factor for bringing these buildings back to
their former glory.
This project restored the original elements of
the building and stabilized the structure for a
cost of $82,000. The recent streetscape by
the City of Smithville made this venture even
more impactful.
The exterior improvements consisting of
tuckpointing, new storefront windows and
doors, paint and brick sealing, an exterior loft
deck, and concrete work led to the interior
spaces being redone as well and now house
two loft apartments and two updated first floor retail spaces occupied by
a coffee shop and another
business. The other two
buildings now house a fitness
studio, barber shop, and the
new home of the Smithville
Bike Co-op. Kansas City
Properties and Investments
undertook this façade and
building rehabilitation that has
brought new business, new
employees, and renewed life to
these three buildings in
downtown Smithville.
For more information on this award contact Smithville Main Street
District’s Executive Director Alyssa Sanders at 816-516-7963 or
alyssa@smithvillemainstreetdistrict.com.

Warrensburg’s MKT Clothing Co. Awarded Best Business Pandemic
Response Award.
Karen Vick and Rachel Mifflin are two
young entrepreneurs and best friends
who have started and grown various
businesses in Downtown Warrensburg.
Together they took a small idea and love
of fashion into a pop-up shop now
known as MKT Clothing Co. The new
shop opened in October of 2019.
The two entrepreneurs started live sales
events on social media with mixed
reviews and low viewership. Then a
pandemic happened, and online sales
events were becoming mainstream.
Their first COVID live video was a huge
success and weekly events kept them in touch with their customers. It
was such a success that they relied on friends and family to provide
delivery within 48 hours in the Warrensburg area. Sales were 120%
more than most pre-COVID months with one month being 680% over
their top sales month ever. This increase in sales led to move to a larger
location in late 2020.
Karen and Rachel are dedicated to customer service and still hand deliver
all packages within 48 hours of purchase in the area and all LIVE sale
packages are mailed the same night. The level of service has made MKT
Clothing Co. a staple in downtown Warrensburg. They were also featured
during a Missouri Main Street Mornings on Main webinar on growing
online businesses. These two ladies are true examples of entrepreneurs
fighting through the struggles of business ownership and a pandemic to
triumph and thrive regardless of their circumstances.
For more information on this award contact Warrensburg Main Street’s
Executive Director Jill Purvis at 660-429-3988 or
director@warrensburgmainstreet.org.

Jeremy & Lori Haun Awarded the Outstanding Development Project,
Accredited & Associate Tier Award.
The Willard Hotel
was built in 1901
and has served for
115 years as
commercial space
on the ground
floor with a hotel
and apartments
upstairs when
Jeremy and Lori
Haun purchased
the building in
2016. At the time of the purchase, the upper floor was a series of
individual rooms sharing a hall bath, much in the way it would have been
in 1901. Finishes were worn and equipment was failing. The first floor
hadn’t been occupied for decades.
When the Willard came up for sale, the Hauns wanted to invest in the
future of downtown. They had driven past this building for years and
knew that during the 1970s and through the next 50 years, downtown
had lost half of its historic properties…some by neglect and some due to
fires.
Clean up started
on the building in
2019 with
construction
starting in 2020,
just as a
pandemic was
taking over the
world.
Regardless,
progress
continued and
now the building houses three commercial spaces, all rented, and six
modern apartments on the upper floor, all also rented. The storefronts
are no longer boarded up and now boast large, open glass fronts
welcoming customers once again. The second floor has a skylight
creating a bright and airy hallway for new apartments sporting granite

countertops, oak floors, and stainless-steel appliances.
This renovation has spilled over into the adjacent building, the Muir, that
will be completed in the fall of 2022.
For more information on this award contact Downtown Joplin Alliance’s
Executive Director Lori Haun at 417-529-3888 or
lori@downtownjoplin.com.
Outstanding Community Empowerment Grant Community awarded to
Lebanon Missouri Main Street, Inc.
In 2020, the City of Lebanon and business district board applied for and
was awarded the Community Empowerment Grant from Missouri Main
Street Connection to help them establish a Main Street program for
downtown Lebanon. The principles of Main Street were taught and the
Four Point committees were established. Action plans were developed
based upon the identified transformation strategies using input from the
community and demographic and market information.
Successes are taking place
with new or reinvigorated
events, colorful painted
crosswalks, a new pocket
park, completed business
inventory, and official
designation of Lebanon
Missouri Main Street as a
stand-alone 501(c)3
nonprofit with the mission
of historic preservation and
economic revitalization of downtown Lebanon. The opportunities
presented as a Community Empowerment Grantee set the stage for
future years’ success.
Senator Sandy Crawford, District
28, stated, “Lebanon’s successful
efforts to revitalize their downtown
has been a clear example of strong
leadership, dedicated event
promotion, innovative design, and
valuable public and private
collaboration. This driven focus in

their downtown area has benefitted not only the citizens of Lebanon but
has ensured a tremendous return on investment in the region and
furthered the state’s standing as a tourism hub.”
For more information on this award contact Lebanon Missouri Main
Street, Inc.’s Executive Director Cynthia Coffman at 417-991-2313 or
ccoffman@lebanonmo.org.
Warrensburg Main Street awarded the Creative Placemaking Project
Over $1,000 Award for The Alley.
In 2020 the Warrensburg Main
Street Art and Design committees
committed to adding more art
downtown and decided the best
way to accomplish a high impact
project was to create a space where
art could be continuously added and
would make a new gathering space
in Downtown. After much
discussion, the big impact space
would be an alley that was a passthru from a popular restaurant and
bar area to public parking lots
behind the buildings. The total
project would include planters,
benches, public art, and outdoor
lights strung across the alley.
Multiple sources of funding were eventually secured from a Walmart
Giving Grant, the Integrated Business Experience class from University of
Central Missouri, and the AARP Community Challenge Grant. In-kind
contributions of labor came from the Johnson County United Way youth,
students from an alternative school and the local school district, and the
Warrensburg Arts Commission. Planters were painted, art tiles were
created, lights were strung to create a festival feel, and benches added. A
large optical illusion mural of a waterfall on the stairs was completed by a
local artist and a large gorilla was painted on an adjacent wall. To finish
the project, the Warrensburg Master Gardener group planted perennials
in the new planters and added additional greenery to the area.
This collaboration brought together all ages, youth, young adults, senior
adults, non-profits, community groups, schools, and local government. An

official opening to The Alley kicked off at the April 2021 First Friday Art
Walk and since has created an enjoyable place for the community to come
Downtown. The Alley has become a popular stop for photo ops and selfies
as well as a great place to gather for a treat from Green Truck Bakery or
ice cream from Meyer’s Market.
For more information on this award contact Warrensburg Main Street’s
Executive Director Jill Purvis at 660-429-3988 or
director@warrensburgmainstreet.org.
Volunteer of the Year Awarded to Emerson Elkins of Warrensburg.
Emerson and the Elkins family are
residents of downtown Warrensburg.
Emerson frequently walks in
downtown with his family and often
visits the Farmers’ Market and the
Main Street events. On one of these
walks, he started to notice an increase
in trash downtown especially during
the winter months. The Main Street
organization spied Emerson doing his
part to keep downtown beautiful and
vibrant by taking it upon himself to
pick up trash on his frequent walks
downtown. He can be seen on his
battery powered gator driving around
the streets of downtown picking up
trash in the alleys, parking lots, and
Main Street. Emerson is doing his part
to keep his community and the downtown clean and tidy for all residents
and visitors. The best part is that Emerson is only five years old and the
youngest Warrensburg Main Street volunteer!
For more information on this award contact Warrensburg Main Street’s
Executive Director Jill Purvis at 660-429-3988 or
director@warrensburgmainstreet.org.

Shoe Factory Lofts in Washington awarded Outstanding Economic
Impact Project, Accredited and Associate Tier Award.
Once the main industry
in the city of
Washington, the
International Shoe
Factory’s production
peaked during World
War II when military
shoes and boots were
made by more than
1,000 employees. The
red brick building is
tied to the early history
of Washington with the first building in the complex being built in the
early 1900s. Unfortunately, the shoe factory wound down operations
between 1959 and 1961 and had been used as storage space until Ed
Schmelz, owner of ELS Properties, purchased the building and began
rehabilitation in 2020. The building now hosts 85 apartments with both
one and two-bedrooms ranging from 610 square feet to over 1,000
square feet. The $9 million renovation created much needed housing for
young professionals.
The amenities include a large lobby with a complimentary coffee bar,
laundry facilities, game room, dog park, dog washing station, meeting
room, and picnic tables
with outdoor grills. The
finishes in the apartments
reflect the historic
building with exposed
beams and high ceilings
but also includes high end
finishes with quartz
countertops, subway tile,
and stainless-steel
appliances. The owner’s
vision was to take a landmark in the community and turn it into housing
that is desired by a younger demographic, hopefully preventing them
from leaving the community because of lack of appropriate housing.
For more information on this award contact Downtown Washington,
Inc.’s Executive Director Tyler King at 636-239-1743 or

tyler@downtownwashmo.org.

