Call for Nominations:
Missouri Downtown Revitalization Awards 2020
The Evening of Excellence will be the finale of “Get Plugged In…Downtown”
Conference on July 30, 2020. The awards ceremony and dinner will send
everyone home from this premier Main Street conference with new
inspiration. Some will even carry an Excellence of Achievement award home.
This might be your community. The award nominations are an opportunity
for YOU to honor the people, projects, and activities that are outstanding
achievements in your community.

Organization Categories

Award Categories - Deadline May 1, 2020
Outstanding Affiliate Grant or Community Empowerment Grant Community:
This award is for the program that has shown exceptional progress in
establishing a new downtown revitalization organization. The organization
should exhibit strong leadership activities with progress in each of the Four
Points. Examples should be given to show evidence that the organization is
working with the city and other public partners to accomplish downtown
goals and developing a strategy for sustainability. Community must have
been active Affiliate Grant or Community Empowerment Grant community in
2019.
Outstanding Community Education Campaign: Recognition of excellence in a
targeted campaign that educates the community about a stream-lined effort to raise awareness on a particular aspect
of a Main Street program, i.e. Farmers Market, community pride, beautification, Main Street advocacy, economic
development, historic preservation, volunteer development, etc. Narrative for the nomination should list the
objectives of the program, if the objectives were reached, the impact on the community, and how the program will be
maintained and improved for the future.
Outstanding Public Official Award: Recognition of an individual from the public sector of city, county, or state that
has demonstrated a continued effort of support to the downtown revitalization program. Officials must be or have
been in public service at least five (5) years. Applicant must demonstrate the reason for nomination by attaching
support materials of the official’s support and involvement.
Premier Partner: Recognition of creative j oint ventures between the Main Street organization and another local,
community entity or entities (public or private). Ventures can be community events, programs, or publications.
Volunteer of the Year: Recognition of a volunteer, Board member, committee member, or merchant whose long-term
commitment to the downtown revitalization effort has generated value for downtown and the community as a
whole. Explain the volunteer’s achievement and how it has been demonstrated in donated time, resources, and
leadership skills.

Submission Requirements







At least five (5) but not more than ten (10) photos, minimum 300 dpi, are to be submitted electronically or on a
thumb drive. NO PowerPoint formats accepted. At least one (1) close-up photo, minimum 300 dpi, of the
individual nominated for the Volunteer and Public Official award must be included. These photos will be
shown during Evening of Excellence.
Nominations in the Outstanding Affiliate Grant or Community Empowerment Grant Community, Outstanding
Community Education Campaign, and Premier Partner may submit up to eight (8) pages of any collateral
material to support the nomination.
A Narrative Nomination of at least one (1) page, but not more than three (3) pages, single-spaced, 12-point type,
should be submitted with each nomination. The narrative must be submitted electronically in either a Word or
PDF document.
To be nominated, the activity (with the exception of Outstanding Affiliate Grant or Community Empowerment
Grant Community) must have taken place between January 1, 2019 and December 31, 2019.

Submission Requirements

Economic Vitality Categories

Submission Requirements

Promotion Categories

Award Categories Continued - Deadline May 1, 2020
Creative New Event, Accredited/Associate Tier Community: This
award recognizes the downtown organization that has created a
quality creative event, generating traffic for the downtown. The
activity must be a downtown organization event and includes
festivals or other kinds of special events.
Creative New Event, Affiliate Tier Community: This award
recognizes the downtown organization that has created a quality
creative event, generating traffic for the downtown. The activity
must be a downtown organization event and includes festivals or
other kinds of special events.






Creative New Event Award—a work plan for the event must be included with the nomination, as well as the
names of all persons involved in the planning and the implementation phase.
At least five (5) and not more than ten (10) photos, minimum 300 dpi, showing results of the project are to be
submitted electronically or on a thumb drive. No PowerPoint formats accepted.
A Narrative Nomination of at least one (1) page, but not more than three (3) pages, single-spaced, 12-point
type, should be submitted with each nomination. The narrative must be submitted electronically in either a
Word or PDF document.
To be nominated, the activity must have taken place between January 1, 2019 and December 31, 2019.

Business of the Year: The nomination should address why this company represents the best commercial experience
in your historic area. To be nominated, the business must be at least five (5) years old by the end of December 2019.
The narrative should include how this business is involved in the local Main Street program. Describe how the
business owner has demonstrated support for Main Street principles and how the business has made an impact on
historic preservation efforts. Describe the nominee’s business performance in terms of serving the community and
what distinguishes it from other companies in your historic area.
Outstanding Economic Impact Project: Award granted to an individual, business, or municipality (or partnership
of entities) that has undertaken a new development project within a downtown district. This project does not have
to be “brick and mortar” but should improve quality of life and have a positive, measurable impact on downtown
revitalization, including job creation and/or business expansion.
Most Innovative Project for Repurposing Vacant Space: This award will be given to the property owner, tenant, or
organization that has repurposed vacant space for a new innovative use. The project should contribute to the
downtown economy. The nomination should include before and after pictures. Activation of space should have
been completed during January 1, 2019 and December 31, 2019.
Best Downtown Housing Project: This award recognizes the importance of people living downtown.
Nominations can be for upper-story lofts or multi-unit apartments, new or renovated single-family housing, or
other creative ways to add housing to the downtown area.





At least five (5) and not more than ten (10) photos, minimum 300 dpi, showing results of the project are to be
submitted electronically or on a thumb drive. No PowerPoint formats accepted.
A Narrative Nomination of at least one (1) page, but not more than three (3) pages, single-spaced, 12-point
type, should be submitted with each nomination. The narrative must be submitted electronically and
submitted in either a Word or PDF document.
To be nominated, the activity must have taken place between January 1, 2019 and December 31, 2019.

Design Categories

Award Categories Continued - Deadline May 1, 2020
Creative Placemaking Project, under $1000: Placemaking capitalizes on a local community's assets, inspiration, and
potential, with the intention of creating public spaces that promote people's health, happiness, and well-being. This
award will honor those who have implemented attractive and sympathetic improvements for a public area in the
historic district. Improvements must be within the Main Street district with a budget under $1000. Projects may be
public or privately funded. Provide a brief summary of the project, including scope of work, implementation, and total
cost of the project. Briefly explain the key groups/individuals involved and their respective roles (e.g. design
professionals, city leadership, other organizations, etc.). Describe how this project fits in with the overall Main Street
revitalization efforts. Describe any post-project evaluation including any lessons learned and planned maintenance.
Creative Placemaking Project, over $1000: Placemaking capitalizes on a local community's assets, inspiration, and
potential, with the intention of creating public spaces that promote people's health, happiness, and well-being. This
award will honor those who have implemented attractive and sympathetic improvements for a public area in the
historic district. Improvements must be within the Main Street district with a budget over $1000. Projects may be
public or privately funded. Provide a brief summary of the project, including scope of work, implementation, and total
cost of the project. Briefly explain the key groups/individuals involved and their respective roles (e.g. design
professionals, city leadership, other organizations, etc.). Describe how this project fits in with the overall Main Street
revitalization efforts. Describe any post-project evaluation including any lessons learned and planned maintenance.

Submission Requirements

Preservation Categories

Outstanding Development Project: Recognition of an individual or business that has undertaken a new development
project within a downtown district or a project that has addressed major structural problems in a commercial building
in a downtown district. The project should not only achieve financial success and quality design, but also have a
positive, measurable impact on downtown revitalization, including job creation and/or business expansion. Physical
building repairs or improvements may include, but are not limited to, the building exterior, interior walls, ceilings,
ADA compliance, asbestos and lead paint abatement, plumbing, electrical, flooring, and foundation work.

Best Façade Rehabilitation, under $10,000: Recognition of a building façade proj ect that restored the original elements
of the building and stabilized the structure for current use. Under $10,000 cost. Describe the project’s impact on the
building, business, and historic district overall.
Best Façade Rehabilitation, over $10,000: Recognition of a building façade proj ect that restored the original elements
of the building and stabilized the structure for current use. Over $10,000 cost. Describe the project’s impact on the
building, business, and historic district overall.
Best Historic Preservation Project: Recognition of a preservation proj ect, either physical or educational, that utilized
the preservation ethic at the center of Main Street. Physical preservation projects should highlight how the use of the
Secretary of Interior Standards were used in the project to ensure preservation of the building. Educational
preservation projects should highlight how the preservation ethic was shared with the local audience to further the
preservation goals of the Main Street organization. Explain how either type of project has impacted the downtown
district.







Nominations in the Design & Preservation categories (except an education
based Best Historic Presentation Project) must include “before and after”
photos.
At least five (5) and not more than ten (10) photos showing results of the project
must be submitted electronically or on a thumb drive. No PowerPoint formats
accepted.
A Narrative Nomination of at least one (1) page, but not more than three (3)
pages, single-spaced, 12-point type, submitted with each nomination. The
narrative must be submitted electronically in either a Word or PDF document.
To be nominated, the activity must have taken place between January 1, 2019 and December 31, 2019.

Judging and Finalists Information

Judging



not award in a category.



Finalists and Awards Presentations

If applying in multiple categories, all applications, narratives, and photos should be arranged on ONE
THUMB DRIVE and mailed to PO Box 1066 Branson, MO 65615 or submitted electronically for each
category entering. Submit to info@momainstreet.org by 5 pm on May 1, 2020.



Nominations Per Community

Judges may not add new categories, but may include multiple awards in a category, re-categorize an entry, or

By June 8th you will be notified by email or phone whether your entry is a finalist or non-finalist. Winners
will not be announced publicly until the Evening of Excellence on July 30, 2020. Finalists or finalist designees
are requested to attend, as paying guests, at the Evening of Excellence which includes the awards ceremony
and dinner.






Finalists will receive an “Awards Finalist” ribbon attached to their conference badges.
Finalists will be featured in the awards program booklet.
Winners will receive trophies during the awards ceremony.
Winners will be featured on the MMSC website and social media
platforms, in the summer edition of MMSC’s newsletter, and in
press releases following the event.

Nominations Per Community: Each Main Street organization will
be limited to a total of six (6) nominations they can submit. Nominations can be submitted in overall categories as
follows:







Organization—2 Nominations
Economic Vitality—1 Nomination
Design—1 Nomination
Promotion—1 Nomination

Preservation—1 Nomination
Please do not submit more than six nominations as we will discard
nominations at our discretion.

Entry Form
Program/Project Name/Individual Nominee—This is how the award would be titled.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Location of the Program/District: (city) _______________________________________________________, Missouri

2020 AWARD CATEGORIES
See detailed submission instructions included in the sections for each award category below. Mark only one category
per form. Please use a separate form for each. We encourage you to submit nominations in other categories.

Organization Categories

Promotion Categories











Outstanding Affiliate Grant or Community
Empowerment Grant Community
Outstanding Community Education Campaign
Outstanding Public Official
Volunteer of the Year

Economic Vitality Categories






Design Categories





Premier Partner

Creative New Event, Accredited/Associate Tier
Creative New Event, Affiliate Tier

Creative Placemaking Project under $1000
Creative Placemaking Project over $1000
Outstanding Development Project

Preservation Categories

Business of the Year
Outstanding Economic Impact Project
Most Innovative Project for Repurposing Vacant Space





Best Façade Rehabilitation, under $10,000
Best Façade Rehabilitation, over $10,000
Best Historic Preservation Project

Best Downtown Housing Project

Organization Submitting the Nomination
Name of the submitting organization: __________________________________________________________________________________
Contact person: _______________________________________________________ Title: __________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________________ City ______________________________, MO Zip ____________
Phone, fax, email: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Signature of contact person: ____________________________________________________________________________________________





General Eligibility and Submission Requirements
Text and images may be reproduced in future publications of MMSC. Do not submit copyrighted photos.
All nominations and supporting material must be submitted electronically or on a thumb drive.
Nominations must be received by Missouri Main Street Connection (MMSC) by 5 pm on Friday, May 1, 2020 .

Submission Instructions
For questions or concerns, call 417.334.3014 or e-mail at info@momainstreet.org.
All entries must be received by 5 pm on Friday, May 1, 2020, at info@momainstreet.org.
To be nominated, the activity must have taken place between January 1, 2019 and December 31, 2019.
No faxes, paper copies, or late entries will be accepted.
Additional nomination forms are available for download at www.getpluggedindowntown.com.

